
Dear friends 
Just a quick update. 
 

While we have been unable to travel up to the NT, we continue to interact with people in 
communities and are very pleased to report that the church in Canteen Creek seems to be 
working quite well. They are talking about going on an outreach trip to other communities, and 
have asked the people from Epenarra to join them to get paintings and testimonies to share. 
They are practicing a play called, “I cannot come”, which is about the invitation to attend the 
feast in heaven and the various excuses people make in not accepting. They will visit Ali Curung, 
Murray Downs, Amperlatawaty, Arena (spelling), Lake Nash, and some homelands across the 
Barkly Tablelands until they get to Tennant Creek on the 15th July. What we are really excited 
about is that they are doing outreach, their way, in their own time, without any assistance from 
anyone else. 

With the restrictions easing and the opening of the state borders, we will update you if 
there is a possibility of our being able to travel back to Canteen Creek this year…. Maybe just 
for August. 

We are itching to do some translation checking and if we can’t go north, we hope to set 
up some online ‘Zoom’ meetings with the people in Canteen Creek. We are mailing paper copies to 
some other people for their input. 

Before we left Canteen Creek last year I had finished first drafts of Exodus (sections), 
Ruth, Esther, Hebrews and Revelation 1-3 and so are keen to ‘community check’ what we have 
done so it can go to an SIL consultant for pre-publication checking. 

‘One size doesn’t fit all’ 

We have always known that the people in the ‘Top End’ speak differently from the people 
in the more southern parts of the NT, and rather than me trying to write in that style, I am 
now writing in the way the Barkly people speak. This will ultimately end up with 2 versions of the 
PEV (Plain English Version) being printed. To avoid confusion, I now have a new SIL consultant 
to check linguistic and theological issues that might arise.  

I completed Mark’s Gospel some years ago, but now I am reverting it back to Barkly 
Tableland style English. Sadly, nearly all of the original files I had for Mark’s Gospel were lost 
in a computer crash, but I am not overly upset as it is good to make a fresh start.  

The temperature is falling here in Cootamundra and we are so glad the heating in our 
house was repaired last week. 

An update to the update. 

In a recent discussion with one of the people in CC we heard that the church mob have 
been talking about how they would love us to come back each year, but they know that they 
have to look to themselves and the Lord more. We praise God for what he has done in the lives 
of many this year and for those who have been strong and determined not to go back to 
drinking in town.  



Please pray also for Harold Dalywaters. He had a preliminary operation yesterday before 
having his Gall Bladder removed tomorrow, the 18th June. I spoke with him last night and apart 
from some discomfort he felt ok, but is looking forward to having better health. He asked if we 
could pray for the people in Elliott/Marlinja area. A group from Beswick (SW Arnhem Land near 
to Katherine) has gone to Elliott to fight over some social media posts.  

Thank you for praying. 

 

Richard and Sue 


