
Dear Friends,
 A year ago, we were gearing up to 
spend 5 months or so back in the NT. 
We planned to be in Canteen Creek early 
enough to take people to Katherine for 
the convention in early May, where Jono 
Wright was to be the guest speaker. On 
the way north, we were to join in the Mt 
Tambourine Easter convention and give an 
update on how the mission support money 
raised the year before had been spent. A 
young local builder was lined up to mind 
our house and dogs.... and then Covid hit.
 Like everyone else, we had to make 
lots of adjustments in the way we lived 
and spent our time. Cootamundra has been 
a remarkably safe haven during these 
difficult times. Life has gone on pretty 
much as usual, apart from the state 
required restrictions. So we ended up 
having the year we needed when we first 
left Canteen Creek in 2015. We finally had 
a stretch of rest and re-creation. We 
experienced what it is like to be part of 
the community, recognising and getting to 
know people around the streets, making 
new friendships and routines. 
 God has been amazingly gracious 
and generous to us through his people, 
which has enabled us to wade well into the 
long list of jobs around the house that had 
been brewing. It's such a relief, joy and 
blessing to be able to enjoy this place that 
God provided for us. Thank you Lord.
 Technology has meant we have been 
able to keep in touch with people and 
family. Richard keeps tabs on a lot of 
Canteen Creek people via facebook, and 
our phone number seems to have been 
passed around so that we get calls at all 
times of the day and night. 
 We've felt our dislocation from our 
NT families and friends keenly when they 
have been going through some horrific 
experiences, but so glad we can still talk 
and pray together. 

 Meanwhile, because we had a long 
enough stretch of time here, Richard has 
had surgery on both hands and is recovering 
well. He still needs to be careful how he 
uses them, but is enjoying not having the 
pain. 
 He has continued with the translation 
work he loves, and has 6 books ready to be 
checked. We've been so grateful to our 
'sister' in Tennant Creek for linking up over 
the phone to read and check the Gospel of 
Mark. Amazingly, so often what we were 
reading applied so well to what was 
happening in her life and family at the time. 
We so look forward to being back 'home', 
and able to sit and read with people.
 Christmas just passed was our turn 
for having family come and stay. With the 
lockdown in Sydney suddenly about to 
happen, Paul and his family packed up and 
jumped in their car, arriving a week 
earlier than planned. Ben had taken stress 
leave from the Police force, and was 
determined to have time away from Alice 
Springs with his family. They all arrived on 
the same day. And that made 14 and a very 
full-house! 
 The restrictions meant Simon, Lydia 
and Martin could not travel from New 
Zealand, or Josh and Leslie from Darwin. 
I'm not sure where we would have put them 
all! We were so grateful for a slightly cooler 
summer, and some of the work we had done 
around the place made life easier with so 
many to accommodate. Reconnecting with 
family and spending time with our 
grandchildren was so special.

177 Hovell Street, Cootamundra NSW 2590
                 26th February  2021



 So, now we are making all those plans again. It is our hope that we will be able to 
drive back to Central Australia in April. Our caravan has been checked and is ready to go. 
All we need now is someone to stay who will mind the dogs, look after the gardens, and 
enjoy a cold winter (the house is centrally heated!). Do you know anyone??

 A change of direction for our youngest son Paul, 
Leah and the children. Paul has started studying at Sydney 
Missionary and Bible College in Croyden. He is revelling in 
the stimulation and they are enjoying living in a  larger 
house that backs onto the college. 
 Oh yes, and they are expecting #4 child in May. 

Would you pray with us for:

* Lloyd and Clara as they take up this role.
* God to raise up people with the right gifts to fill various vacancies within AIM. 
* That we would know God's leading, direction and provision for this year.
* Someone to look after our home and animals.
* Jono Wright in his preparation to speak at this year's Katherine Christian 
  Convention, first weekend in May.
* The continued safety for Aboriginal people from the virus.  

 Thank you for the many letters and cards we received around Christmas, 
          I'm sorry it has taken us so long to respond. We love to hear your news! 
 Thank you to those who pray for and give so faithfully to the work of AIM. 
  
 We have a great sense of excitement as we begin a new year.

  May God bless and keep you close to himself.

 The main reason we have delayed writing, is that we were waiting to be able to 
announce that AIM has a new General Director! We are so pleased that Lloyd and Clara 
Ollerenshaw have accepted the call that God has made on their lives to lead the
 mission at what is a fairly daunting time. They come highly qualified and gifted for the 
job - please see the attached letter.

Sue and Richard Davies
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February, 17th 2021 
 

Dear AIM family,  
 
It is with thankfulness to God, that I share with you the good news that the AIM 
Council has officially appointed Lloyd Ollerenshaw as the General Director of AIM. 
 
In recent weeks the Council has greatly enjoyed getting to know Lloyd and Clara 
during interviews.  He has a passion for the Kingdom of God and the growth of the 
Indigenous church.  
 
Lloyd and Clara spent 25 years in the Indigenous communities of Kalkaringi, Ali-
Curung, Yuendumu and the town of Alice Springs. With his eighteen years of 
experience in training Indigenous church leaders in Northern Territory with Global 
Interaction – (formerly Australian Baptist Missionary Society) as well as in pastoring 
Baptist Churches (recently senior pastor for 19 years at Shellharbour City Baptist 
Church), we are excited to see how God will use Lloyd in the mission field that AIM 
seeks to serve. 
 
Thank you for your prayers during the General Director search and we are so 
thankful to God who has provided a passionate, relational and strategic leader for 
our mission. 
 
Please join me in welcoming Lloyd and Clara into our AIM family. He commenced in 
his role on Monday 15 February on a part time basis due to other commitments, and 
will begin full time in July.  A commissioning service is planned for 18th April at 
Wagga Wagga Baptist which is their home church. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 

Yane Damanik 
AIM Acting Field Director 
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