
177 Hovell Street 
Cootamundra  NSW 
2590 
5th August 2020 !

Dear Friends !
 I guess you realise by now that we are still in Cootamundra, unable to be in the 
NT as we would normally be at this time of year. !
 While this is a little frustrating, we have continued to be busy: 
* writing Bible studies and Sunday School materials for the Canteen Creek church 
and other communities that want it. 
* translating the Bible into appropriate English for people in the Barkly Tableland/
Central Australian districts.  
* have pretty constant contact with people via social media and telephone. Technology 
can be very useful! !
There have been some interesting spin-offs from this difficult time. 
 1. The Canteen Creek people continue to minister to each people and are having 
fellowship with the Epenarra church. They also realised that they were too dependant 
on us and know that they must trust God more and do a lot more things for 
themselves. We feel very positive about this shift in thinking. We are also very 
grateful to God for Tim and Jane Letcher(Scripture in Use workers with Scripture 
Union and Wycliffe Bible translators) who live in Epenarra and promote the use of 
the Alyawarr scriptures and are seeking to encourage the Canteen Creek people as 
well. !
 2. If we were in Canteen Creek, we would be checking the PEV text with the 
people, but as we can’t be there, we are sending portions to people in Canteen Creek, 
Tennant Creek and recently to Yuendumu so that the local people can read our first 
draft of Mark’s Gospel and give us feedback on readability and comprehension issues. 
This isn’t as efficient as face to face contact, but its the best we can do. We plan to 
have internet and telephone conferences with the various groups. !
 3. Being in Cootamundra at this time has allowed us to build relationships with 
some of our elderly neighbours and minister to them as we are able. !
 On the family front. Like everyone else, we grieve that we cannot visit our sons 
and their families in Darwin, Alice Springs and New Zealand this year but we look 
forward to being able to do that. We haven’t seen Paul for a while, but his wife Leah 
and the 3 children came for a few days recently (before the flair up in Sydney). We 
are in pretty constant contact with them all, via telephone and social media, and so we 
can still see their faces and see how the grandchildren are progressing. !



 We are constantly praising God that the Covid 19 virus hasn’t impacted the 
Aboriginal communities in the NT, and we would ask that you join with us to pray 
God’s continuing protection for them. Please also pray that people would abide by the 
Governments laws and recommendations. !
 Please continue to pray for AIM, that the council would be led and guided by 
the Holy Spirit as to how to help and guide the AIM churches as they seek to 
minister to their people. !
 One of the church leaders in Borroloola is quite unwell in Darwin. Would you 
pray that he recovers quickly and has adequate support when he returns home. It is 
so good that Rhonda Coates(AIM-Darwin) is able to visit him and help the medical 
staff regarding his needs in Borroloola. !
 Please pray for us as we seek to continue to support the NT community 
churches and that we be guided by God’s Holy Spirit to do this. !
 Please also pray that the operation (20th August) to my (Richard) right hand 
will be successful, so that the left hand can be done later on. It is a trapeziectomy 
where the cartilage has worn away at the base of my thumb and needs repair. It is a 
common operation and I look forward to one day being able to play the guitar again. !
 We are well and have been able to do quite a few jobs around this old house 
that have been waiting patiently to be done. !
Thank you for your interest and prayer. !!!!
Richard and Sue Davies !!
Ph: (R) 0459228379  (S) 0401627835 !!!!


