
 With the year sliding away so quickly, we want to send you our 
greetings for the Christmas season, and our thanks for your ongoing 
interest in and involvement with the work of AIM.
 I notice it was July when we last sent out an update, and so much 
has happened since then. Our time back in the Territory went well. We 
were able to connect with people in most places, except Borroloola, where 
Vincent was unavoidably delayed in Doomadgee.
Muldoon Noble in Borroloola, like so many other people, enjoys listening 
to the Megavoice that has The Bible on it. Muldoon puts it out in the sun 
every  morning so that he can listen to it as he goes to sleep each night. 

177 Hovell Street
Cootamundra, NSW 2590Dear Friends,

The church in Tennant 
Creek asked Richard to run 
a series of 8 night classes, 
which were really well 
attended. Its always a 
great joy to us to spend 
time with them.

 “All Wumpurrarni(Aboriginal) people believe in God. It is important for us to have the Bible 
in our own language. Our young people really need to know about God”, one of the Tennant Creek 
Warumungu elders told me as we talked to her about the planned translation of the Scriptures 
into Warumungu. This was not a lady who attends church, but did so as a young girl. Being a strong 
Warumungu speaker, she would like to be involved in some way with the translation. We hear 
others who have joined the team have also returned to attending church. 

 Arriving in Canteen 
Creek was like coming home! 

We both found it so good to be 
back. Richard was able to get 
all his recent translation work 
on John‛s Gospel ‘road-tested‛. 
People enjoyed coming every 

afternoon to sit and read 
through what he had written, 

making really valuable 
suggestions which have been 

incorporated. The SEV 
Simplified English Version is 

proving to be quite popular and 
useful in many areas.

 “Have you got any Bibles with 
you? I like to read the Bible to my 
children at night, but someone has 

taken our Bible!” I was quite 
surprised by this. This was a lady 
who had never attended church or 
shown any interest in all the years 

we had lived there. In fact, she had 
rarely spoken to me before! We have 

since continued to keep in contact 
through Facebook! and we were able 
to leave some Bibles at the church 

for her to look at. 

Marlene Jones and Sunny Curtis

 During the short time we were in Canteen Creek, 
St. Augustine‛s Anglican Church sent a team up to spend time with 
the community. They taught RE, spent time with the children after 
school, did some painting of a public building and shared at the 
evening meetings.  

Marlene Philomac
checking translation.



We only spent only a few days in Epenarra, 
and as always, it 
was good to renew 
friendships there. 
Its also good to be 
able to write now 
that Jane and Tim 
Letcher and family 
have returned to 
that community 

having had about 3 months away. Jane had a 
clot in her heart while she was expecting 
their third child. Many have prayed for Jane 
and the family as they went through this 
difficult time, and we are just so thankful 
that the baby is well, and the clot has 
dissolved. 

 Its interesting how the Lord has 
given us both the desire to return and 
spend a longer period of time in Canteen 
Creek next year. For Richard, its the 
ability to get more translation work done. 
Living in community means hearing the 
language being used all around you, and 
there will always be people who can check 
his work. And, I noticed he had more 
energy when we were there. Every 
morning before dawn he was out walking in 
the hills! For me, its the ability to spend 
time one-on-one reading the Bible. The 
community is delighted that we are going 
back for 6 months, and will give us ‘our 
house‛ back again. We have spoken with 
the church mob, and they know we are not 
coming back to run things, but to support 
them.

For several years now, AIM has 
been going through some difficult 
times. The process and outcome 
of the Royal Commission has 
necessitated the sale of two of 

our properties to fund our responsibilities. 
Then too, our present General Director 
retires in May next year after over 20 years 
in this position, necessitating another major 
change for AIM. There has been much 
discussion at council level with another 
mission regarding the possibility of a 
partnership. For all of us, as you can 
understand, this has been a time of 
uncertainty. Would you pray with us for 
God‛s over-ruling and guidance as the council 
considers and makes decisions regarding the 
right way forward, not only for the 
missionaries, but also for the churches.

 As we come to the end of what has been 
an eventful year for all of us, 

we thank you again for your kind and generous 
support. We have enjoyed renewing 
friendships as we travel, and look 

forward to what the Lord holds for us 
in the year to come. 

May you and your families know God‛s blessing 
as you remember and celebrate 
the most Eventful time of all! 

Richard and Sue

rsdavies@aimpa.com

 The Global Challenge workshop in 
Tasmania went well. Jude Long, Principal of 
Nungalinya Bible College in Darwin, was the 
main speaker. Jude spoke clearly and 
respectfully about the difficulties and needs 
facing Aboriginal people today. Justine, from 
Maningrida, also contributed very well, and 
had us all up dancing to songs.  We ran 2 
workshops on the same theme  - but not the 
singing bit. 
 After the convention, we spent a 
special week with Eugen and Ruth Freudigman.

(Eugen and Ruth had worked with the AIM 
church in Tennant for 13 years until their 
retirement 3 years ago). Eugen had organised 
Richard to speak at a number of meetings 
during the week, and as one man commented, 
if we only came to speak at their church, it 
would have been worth it, seeing the look of 
such joy on Eugen‛s face when he saw the 
slides of all those he had known and loved in 
Tennant Creek again. I spoke at an 
inter-church craft group and a prayer 
breakfast.
  Eugen seemed so well that week, but 
his health deteriorated very quickly until he 
went Home on 14th November. He will be 
greatly missed.
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